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By: Kristin Campbell  

 

  Donald John Campbell is our dearly beloved  

husband, father, grandfather, and great  

grandfather. He was called home to our Lord  

on Saturday, May 12, 2007 in accordance with  

the Gospels.   Don was preceded in death by  

his father, John Campbell; mother, Elsie  

(Rosemeyer) Campbell; and sister, Virginia  

McCay. Survivors include his loving wife of 65  

years: Elizabeth Mae (Van Harten) Campbell  

native of Cincinnati, Ohio; his four devoted  

sons and their wives: Craig and Tricia of  

Virginia Beach, VA; Donald and Patty of  

Elizabethtown, KY; Mark and Cathy of 

Saginaw, MI; and Chris and Julie of Fairfax, 

VA; nine affectionate grandchildren: Kristin, 

Alison, Stephanie, David, DJ, Melinda, Geof-

frey, Kevin, and Cara; and two great grand-

children: Alyssa and Eli.  

  Don was a signature member of the 

"Greatest Generation." He was a child of the 

Great Depression, the firstborn of a family na-

tive to Cincinnati, Ohio. He fell in love with his 

future wife of 65 years, Bettie, at a New Years 

Eve party at Western Hills High School of Cin-

cinnati.  

  They were married in California where Don  

graduated from Army Air Corps cadet flying  

training. He had entered training days after  

Pearl Harbor and volunteered to serve over -  

seas upon graduation. After three weeks of  

marriage, Don shipped out to join the war  

effort flying mostly P - 39's and P - 38's in the 

South Pacific. From 1942 to 1944 Don rose to 

be Squadron Commander of the Army Air 

Corp's 36th Squadron, 8th Group, 5th Air 

Force. He was based primarily in Milne Bay, 

New Guinea. After a short time back in the 

States, Don returned over seas to spend a 

year as a liaison officer flying P - 51's with the 

Nationalist Chinese forces. Don commanded 

an "early version" of the Air Force's aerial 

demonstration team out of Wright - Patterson 

AFB after the war.  

  In 1952 Don assumed command of the 302nd 

Troop Carrier Wing at Clinton County AFB until 

1970. He attained the rank of Brigadier Gen-

eral in 1962. Don went to the Pentagon as 

Deputy Commander of the Air Force Reserves 

in 1970. He and Bettie retired in Vienna, VA in 

1977. In 1988 Don and Bettie built a house on 

Escambia Bay in Pensacola and have been ac-

tive participants with the wonderful and car-

ing congregants of McIlwain Presbyterian 

Church. Don succumbed to a combination of 

ailments.  

  Brigadier General Donald John Campbell was 

laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery on 

July 11, 2007 with full Honors.  


